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Teaneck Community Charter School
Established in 1998

Mission Statement

The Teaneck Community Charter School is the result of a grassroots effort by a diverse group of
very committed and determined guardians and educators who reside in the Township of Teaneck,
New Jersey.

It is the mission of the Teaneck Community Charter School (TCCS) to provide a nurturing
environment in which students realize their full intellectual potential and become self-directed
learners, who make both pragmatic and creative use of basic skills and who understand and
appreciate the cultural diversity of our society. The faculty, staff, guardians, extended family,
and other members of a child’s support network are committed to creating and operating a
student-centered “learning community” which promotes and supports a child's natural curiosity
and enthusiasm for acquiring knowledge. This learning community will follow a “living
curriculum” -- an experiential, interdisciplinary study that encompasses literacy, critical thinking,
and responsible social interaction while empowering each child to demonstrate his/her unique
interests and abilities.

The founders, faculty and staff of TCCS will strive to achieve seven major goals as follows:

1. Students will solve real problems, reason effectively and demonstrate understanding
of the inter-connection between disciplines.

2. Students will demonstrate independent and creative thinking, and openly exchange
ideas.

3. Students will develop critical thinking and communication skills.
4. Students will understand and demonstrate democratic citizenship.
5. Students will achieve proficiency in basic skills.

6. Students will develop as whole persons -- not only cognitively, but physically,
socially, and artistically.

7. Students will develop and demonstrate an understanding and appreciation for cultural
diversity and the perspectives of others.



Health Protocols

In accordance with revised guidance from the CDC and NJ Department of Health, most of the
school’s health protocols continue to be back to pre-2020 norms for the start of the 2026-2027
school year. Unless otherwise directed by the NJDOH or local health department, the response
to any positive cases of COVID-19, Influenza, and other respiratory viruses will follow the
current CDC guidelines for respiratory illnesses, which can be found online at
https://www.cdc.gov/covid/prevention/index.html. Enhanced ventilation and hygiene practices
(hand sanitizer dispensers and hand washing) will continue, but mandated social distancing and
health screening protocols will no longer apply. IMPORTANT: All health and safety protocols
are subject to change depending on local conditions and/or updated guidance.

Main Office & Security

The main office is located in room 100, which is on the right, immediately after you enter the
school building. Stephany Veras and Kenia Arias serve as our administrative support staff,
handling a variety of duties. Only emergency messages will be handled by the main office. If
you have any communications for students and/or teachers, please communicate directly with
teacher(s) via e-mail or voicemail, or you can ask the office staff to place such communications
in the respective teacher’s mailbox (in the downstairs copy room).

IMPORTANT SECURITY NOTICE: For the safety and security of our staff and students,
ALL VISITORS are required to sign-in at the main office vestibule window any time they enter
the building. Once approved for entry and access, visitors will receive a temporary identification
yellow lanyard. Visitors' lanyards MUST be returned to the office before leaving the building.
All visitors must be pre-approved by school administration or their delegate. Guardians may not
visit classrooms or hallways without pre-approval and appropriate security clearance.

Admissions

The admissions process to TCCS is established by state regulation with specific timeliness and
requirements. Applications for admission are accepted each year starting on November 1* for the
next school year. All applications received prior to our admissions deadline of January 5" are
included in a lottery for the upcoming school year. Applications received after January 5" are
maintained on a secondary wait list. Siblings of current TCCS students are given first preference
provided they apply before the admissions deadline. Teaneck residents receive the next level of
preference and out-of-district students are accepted after all other candidates have been offered
openings. The wait list is maintained until the next lottery, but a new application is required for
each year if a student has not been enrolled during the previous enrollment period.

Arrival and Dismissal

Homeroom begins at 8:20am and dismissal will be staggered, beginning at 3:05pm for
kindergarten and 3:15pm for other grades. Unless enrolled in the before care program, students
who walk or ride with their guardians should come to school no earlier than 8:00am. Please
see below for complete arrival and dismissal information:



https://www.cdc.gov/covid/prevention/index.html

ARRIVAL:
e Unless enrolled in the morning care program, students may not arrive at the school
building before 8:00am.
e Students who arrive between 8-8:15am should enter through the main Gymnasium doors
at the front of the school.

e Students arriving between 8:15-8:26am must enter the building through their assigned
grade level doorway. Please visit https://go.tccsnj.org/amap for a map outlining the assigned
grade level arrival doors.

e Students may be dropped off in the front of the building, but guardians may not get out of
the car.

e Guardians who opt to walk their child(ren) to the door MUST park legally on a
surrounding street before doing so.

e During arrival, Chestnut Ave. is a ONE WAY street only. To ensure the safety of our
students, staff, and entire community, our arrival traffic pattern must be followed and
students may only cross the street at the crosswalk.

e Students will report directly to their homeroom class, starting at 8:15am.

e Students arriving after 8:26am must enter via the front entrance, where they will be issued
a late pass.

e TCCS staff will be stationed at entryways and in hallways to assist students with the
arrival process.

DISMISSAL:

e To ensure proper hallway flow and locker visitations, students will be dismissed following
a staggered schedule as follows:

3:05pm: K students dismissed

3:15pm: Ist-2nd Grade students dismissed & 3rd-8th Grade students report to PM
Homeroom.

3:17pm: 3rd-8th Grade Bus students and siblings will be dismissed directly to the
Gymnasium.

3:20pm: 3rd-8th Grade afterschool students dismissed to the Multi-Purpose Room and
walkers and pick-ups dismissed to appropriate doors.
e Sibling students who are getting picked up (or have permission to walk together) will
assemble and be picked up or exit on their own (with permission) from the gymnasium front
glass doors (on Chestnut St.)

e Non-sibling students with permission to walk will be dismissed from their assigned grade
level door.

e Non-sibling students being picked up must be picked up at their assigned grade level door.
Please click HERE for a map outlining the assigned grade level dismissal doors.

e Students who are not picked up by 3:30pm will be escorted outside of the front office and
Guardians will be called/notified. Please note, excessive late pickups may result in
contacting the authorities.

e Guardians who pick their students up MUST park legally on the street and walk to pick up
their children. There is NO parking, stopping, or standing in front of the school building.
The parking lot is for faculty use only and may not be entered. Students will not be released
to cars in the parking lot or on the street.

e During dismissal, Chestnut Ave. is a ONE WAY street only. To ensure the safety of our
students, staff, and entire community, our traffic pattern must be followed.


https://go.tccsnj.org/amap
https://go.tccsnj.org/amap
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https://go.tccsnj.org/dmap

Traffic Pattern

Per the recommendation of the Teaneck Police Department Traffic Bureau, the portion of
Chestnut Avenue in front of the school should be considered a one-way street (northbound, from
Terhune to Kipp) during arrival and dismissal hours. For the safety of our students, staff, and
community, please be sure to follow this pattern when dropping off and picking up students.
Please click HERE for a visual diagram of the mandatory traffic pattern.

Late Arrival

Students arriving after 8:26am must report to the main office for a late pass to be admitted into
class. Students must report to class on time. Excused lateness is limited to official appointments
with healthcare providers and requires a note in order to be excused. Once a student is marked
late more than five times, a conference with guardians may be requested. Being late five times
can constitute an additional day of absence and absences in excess of 20 days may result in
retention.

Absences

If your child will be absent or late to school, please call the school nurse at (201) 833-9600 ext.
111 or email absence@tccsnj.org by 9:00am. Please copy the homeroom teacher in that email.
Automated phone, text, and email messages will be sent to guardians of any students who are
absent to confirm their whereabouts.

5113 Attendance, Absences and Excuses Policy

Early pick-up
Please schedule any appointments for your child beyond school hours. However, if your child

has to leave school early (i.e., for medical reasons), please come to the main office to sign out
your child. For safety reasons we require your signature in our Sign Out Log in order to dismiss
your child early. *Please note that no student will be called down to the main office between
3:00 pm - dismissal (unless it is an emergency).

Transportation

The Teaneck Board of Education is responsible for determining bus eligibility for TCCS
students. Questions regarding transportation can be directed to the TCCS office staff, who will
follow up with the Teaneck Transportation Department. If your bus is late (>10 mins.) or fails to
pick up at the designated spot and time, please call the main office to report the problem.

Inappropriate behavior on the school bus is dangerous and will not be tolerated. Any school bus
incidents will be reported to the school and guardians will be notified. Consequences for
inappropriate behavior on the bus include the potential of the child being excluded from riding
the bus for the remainder of the school year.

Children who are normally scheduled to ride the bus may walk or ride home with a friend or

other designated person omly if notification from the child’s parent has been provided to the
school office prior to dismissal.


https://go.tccsnj.org/amap
mailto:absence@tccsnj.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/0B1oPuE7JN1ZJbUtuNUprNjFlUTg/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=101836720158828125371&resourcekey=0-Vi8p2A0bHWMPJrro_HwQyA&rtpof=true&sd=true

Parent Portal

TCCS offers all guardians and guardians the ability to view their student(s)' current class
schedule, assignment calendar, homework assignments, attendance records, contact information,
notification preferences, grades, discipline log entries, documents such as bell schedules and the
student directory, and more online via our secure and personalized online parent portal, which is
accessible via a link (under the “Parents” tab) on the school website (www.tccsnj.org).

Health Services

Emergency contact information, including physician phone number, must be submitted by
guardians online using the TCCS Parent Portal. Please be sure to submit all relevant information
promptly and update it throughout the year if anything changes. Please also be sure to include
information regarding any allergies or special medical conditions that the school nurse and
applicable faculty should be aware of. Medications (prescription or over-the-counter) can be
given to your child by the school nurse only with a prescription and a signed permission form.

Class Trips
All children attending class trips must have a parent/guardian signed permission slip. Permission

must be given for Walking Trips (i.e., walking to the park) by guardians via the online TCCS
Parent Portal at the beginning of the school year to cover all walking trips.

Emergency Closings
If school is canceled because of inclement weather or another emergency, you will be notified in
the following ways:

1. An automated phone call and text message regarding emergency closings will be sent.
Please edit your contact preferences on the Parent Portal.

2. A TCCS community wide email will be sent out and a message will be posted on the
school’s website at www.tccsnj.org.

Delayed Opening or Early Dismissal

In some cases there will be a delayed opening, with school beginning at 10:20a.m. and guardians
will be notified using the methods listed above. Buses will pick up students around two hours
later than normal. Children will have a shortened day and be dismissed at the regular time.
Early arrivals amd morning care are unavailable on days with delayed openings. Please do not
send students to school earlier than 10:05a.m. on a day with a delayed opening. In the event of
an early dismissal, the notification will specify the dismissal time and all after school activities
(including the after school program) will be canceled.

After-School Care

The After School Program (ASP) runs from 3:15 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Please make sure you pick up
your child no later than 6:00 pm to avoid an additional late fee. Guardians can register their
child in the ASP online at www.tccsnj.org or contact Mr. Adam Fleischhauer, the program
coordinator at afleischhauer@tccsnj.org.

Lunch and Recess

The school contracts with an outside vendor for all school meals. Lunch delivery will begin on
September 1, 2026. Orders for lunch must be placed online at www.payforit.net. Please pay
attention to all posted ordering deadlines, as late orders cannot be accepted. Payment will be
accepted online using debit/credit card or electronic check. Menus, pricing, and ordering
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instructions are available online at https://tccsnj.org/school-lunch/ . Students who do not order
lunch through the school must bring their own lunch with them when they arrive in the
morning. Outside lunch (including food deliveries from restaurants or other services such
as Grubhub, Doordash, Uber Eats, etc.) is not permitted, as it causes a disruption to the
school’s lunch procedures and schedule. The school will provide food options (cereal, sandwich,
etc.) for students who forget their lunch. Please note: there is a cost associated and the parent will
be billed accordingly.

All students will receive a daily recess period. Whenever possible, students will have recess on
the playground and basketball court or in the gym. Please make sure that your students come to
school with weather-appropriate clothing, including hats and gloves if applicable. Please
remember that Crocs and open-back shoes are not permitted.

Free / Reduced Lunch Program

Free and Reduced ($0) lunch is available for families that meet specific income guidelines.
Guardians can apply online in the parent portal or download a paper application. Even if you
received this aid last year, you must reapply. If circumstances change, you may reapply during
the school year. Proof of income will be required to qualify for this program. Do Not Hesitate to
use this program if you qualify. Confidentiality is assured and your participation earns additional
Federal/State aid for the school.

Lost and Found

Please label all clothing, backpacks and lunchboxes your child will bring to school. For lost
student items, please check the Lost & Found Bin near the Main Office in the front stairwell.
Items left in the Lost & Found Bin for more than a month will be given to charity. The school
bears no responsibility for lost items.

Report Cards and Conferences
Formal reporting of student progress takes place three times a year. The schedule for this
reporting is as follows:

1. Conferences: November 4, 2026 / Report Cards Published: December 4, 2026
2. Conferences: February 4, 2027 / Report Cards Published: April 2, 2027
3. Conferences: As needed basis / Report Cards Published: June 23, 2027

Standardized Tests

All students in grades 3-8 will take the following state mandated standardized tests, measuring
student achievement in English Language Arts, Mathematics, and Science. Per the information
provided by the state of NJ, the following are the assessments to be administered by TCCS
during the 2026-2027 school year:

Assessment Grades Administration Window

NIJSLA-A ELA and Math Regular | 3 through 8 4/19/2027 - 5/21/2027
Spring Administration

NIJSLA-Science Administration 5&8 4/19/2027 - 5/21/2027



https://tccsnj.org/school-lunch/

The tests will provide diagnostic information to teachers for the coming year as well as a
baseline to measure some aspects of student achievement during the year. The results will be
sent home once they are made available to the school.

Special Services

Child Study Team

The child study team, consisting of the school’s Learning Disabilities Teacher-Consultant,
School Psychologist, School Social Worker and Speech and Language Pathologist (if applicable),
evaluates children who may need special services. If you think your child might be in need of
help, please contact the Director of Special Services. The full policy and procedures for seeking
special services are available here. Ms. Kristina Anders, Director of Special Services is available
to assist guardians in the process. She can be reached at (201) 833-9600 ext 110, (201) 801-0919
(direct line) or at kanders(@tccsnj.org.

Special Education and Resource Room

Special education is available for children whose Individual Educational Plan (IEP) specifies
services. The school maintains a number of certified special education teachers and also provides
Counseling, Speech Therapy, Occupational Therapy and Physical Therapy on an as needed basis.
If warranted, students may have some of their classes in the resource room in specialized, small
group instruction. Children with identified learning problems get extra help with their classroom
work and study skills.

Mental Health Services

In order to support the unique mental health needs of our students, TCCS has employed a
counseling provider to bring behavioral healthcare services to the students and families. The
services include, but are not limited to, having a part time clinician onsite. The clinician will
provide mental health support for identified students, as well as parent engagement workshops
and professional development workshops. If you feel that your child is in need of such support,
please reach out to Director of Special Services, Kristina Anders.

Homework

Homework promotes independent study, extends and enriches learning, provides extra practice in
mastering basic skills and assists in the development of good work habits. Homework is not
meant to be a burden, but rather an extension of classroom learning. In order to be meaningful,
however, it must be done consistently. If you feel your child is getting too much or too little
homework, you should contact your child’s teacher to discuss your concerns.

You can help your child by providing a quiet study area with no distractions; planning a specific
time for homework; reviewing homework; and being persistent in your daily attention to your
child’s schoolwork.

In an effort to help you stay informed as to what your child is being assigned to do at home, a
homework calendar is provided on the parent portal. Please review it often and contact your
child’s teacher(s) with any questions you may have.

Eighth Grade Exit Requirements
TCCS has developed a program designed to establish a clear set of competencies that all of our
8™ graders must possess before being granted a TCCS diploma. Each 8" grade teacher has
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created an exit assessment in their discipline that will provide students with the opportunity to
demonstrate their conceptual understanding of key concepts as well as their proficiency in the
skills studied in that subject area.

Conduct and Discipline

The TCCS Board of Trustees believes that an effective instructional program requires an orderly
school environment and that the effectiveness of the educational program is, in part, reflected in
the behavior of students. The TCCS Board of Trustees expects students to conduct themselves in
keeping with their levels of development, maturity, demonstrated capabilities, with a proper
regard for the rights and welfare of other students and school staff, the educational purpose
underlying all school activities and the care of school facilities and equipment, consistent with
the code of student conduct.

The Board of Trustees believes that standards of student behavior must be set cooperatively
through positive interaction among the guardians and other community representatives, school
administrators, school employees and students of the school district, producing an atmosphere
that encourages students to grow in self-discipline.

Student Handbook and Code of Conduct / Student Rules and Consequences

A student handbook has been created to guide students in their interactions and to clearly spell
out a code of conduct as well as deliver logical consequences for negative behaviors and is
available on the TCCS website (under “Student Resources”). For your reference, the student
discipline code can be accessed online at 'Discipline Code' and a copy of the CODE of
CONDUCT and a selection of student rules and consequences follows:

Code of Conduct

We treat each other with respect.

We appreciate diversity.

We celebrate what makes each person look unique.

We have the right to be ourselves.

We speak up if we see others being treated unfairly.

We try to solve problems peacefully.

We have the right to be safe.

We have the right to report unsafe and/or disrespectful behavior.

We make thoughtful choices and accept the outcomes of our actions.

Responsible behavior allows for meaningful relationships

and an effective learning environment.

>
PLEASE SIGN BELOW AND RETURN TO YOUR HOMEROOM TEACHER

X X
Student signature Guardian signature

15
“When you choose an action, you choose the consequences of that action.” - Lois McMaster Bujold



https://tccsnj.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Teaneck-TCCS-Discipline-Code-26-27.pdf

TCCS Student Rules and Consequences

GENERAL CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR

The following are acceptable standards of behavior that will be expected at all times.

Observe classroom rules

Respect staff and fellow students

One person speaks at a time

Ask permission to leave the classroom
Be on time to class

Complete all assigned work

Respect school property

Discipline will be administered when any individual’s actions interfere with the right of teachers
to teach and students to learn. A student reflection will be completed by the student when they
serve a detention or in-school suspension.

TIMELINESS TO CLASS

All students are expected to arrive at each class on time with their fellow classmates. If a
student is working after class with a teacher they must get a late pass. Any student who arrives
late to class without a pass will be marked late.

Students who come to the office without a signed pass will be sent back to class.

° If a student is late to class twice (2) in a marking period, their parent(s) will be notified.
) After the third (3) late in a marking period, the student will receive a detention.
DRESS CODE

We encourage all to dress in a manner appropriate for school. See the student handbook for a
list of unacceptable clothing items. Unless worn for religious reasons, students must not wear
head coverings; hoods, bandanas, do-rags, headbands, scarves, or hats. Hats must be placed
in the locker upon arrival to school and must not be carried around the building. Students must
not wear open back or open toed shoes (including crocs). This includes lunch/recess and
physical education classes.

A decision made by the Administration on any issue of improper dress is final. Consequences

may include:

1. Call home to request parent to provide a change of clothing

2. If parent is unavailable the school will provide appropriate cover up
3. A student may be sent home

4. Detention

GUM CHEWING & CANDY & OUTSIDE FOOD

For safety and cleanliness gum chewing is NOT permitted in school at any time.

* Given the nutrition policy set forward by the State of New Jersey Board of Education, candy
and soda are highly discouraged. It is highly recommended that students bring in healthy
alternatives for lunch and snacks.
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Outside food (including food deliveries from restaurants or other services such as
Grubhub, Doordash, Uber Eats, etc.) are not permitted, as it causes a disruption to the
school’s lunch procedures and schedule. The school will provide food options (bagel,
cereal, sandwich, etc.) for students who forget their lunch. Please note: there is a cost
associated and the guardian(s) will be billed accordingly.

TIERED CONSEQUENCES (depending on severity and / or frequency)

Warning with teacher/student
Teacher/student conference
Teacher/student/guardian(s) conference
Special assignment / Community service
Detention (ISD, ASD, SD)
In-school suspension
Out of school suspension
Loss of privileges

Offenses may result in logical consequences for example; loss of extracurricular
activities, events and / or community service. Repeated offenses may result in
referral to appropriate personnel.

**For your reference, the student code can be accessed online at ‘Discipline Code’ for
more information**

HARASSMENT, INTIMIDATION, OR BULLYING (HIB)

"Harassment, intimidation or bullying" means any gesture, any written, verbal or physical act, or
any electronic communication, whether it be a single incident or a series of incidents, that is
reasonably perceived as being motivated either by any actual or perceived characteristic, such
as race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity and
expression, or a mental, physical or sensory disability, or by any other distinguishing
characteristic, that takes place on school property, at any school-sponsored function, on a
school bus, or off school grounds as provided for in section 16 of P.L.2010, c.122
(C.18A:37-15.3), that substantially disrupts or interferes with the orderly operation of the school
or the rights of other students and that:

a) areasonable person should know, under the circumstances, will have the effect of
physically or emotionally harming a student or damaging the student's property, or placing a
student in reasonable fear of physical or emotional harm to his person or damage to his
property;

b) has the effect of insulting or demeaning any student or group of students in such a way to
cause substantial disruption in or substantial interference with the orderly operation of the
school; or

c) creates a hostile educational environment for the student by interfering with a student's
education or by severely or pervasively causing physical or emotional harm to the student.

Harassment, Intimidation, or Bullying of any kind will not be tolerated at the Teaneck Community
Charter School. Please refer to the student handbook and school website (www.tccsnj.org) for
complete details regarding the school’s HIB policy.
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DETENTION/SUSPENSION

Students who act inappropriately in school may be assigned Detention. Students may
be assigned an ISD, in-school detention (during recess), ASD, after school detention period
(3:20-4:30), or a Saturday detention (8:00am-10:00am). The detention may take place on the
day of the occurrence and/or on a different day. The parent/guardian of a student will be notified
via email and text, directing them to the parent portal to receive information on (1) the child’s
specific detention day/time (2) the specific reason(s) for the detention. The student will be
required to stay to work on a reflective restorative justice activity and will be dismissed when
detention ends. The parent / guardian must make arrangements for pick up.

Depending on the severity of the action, students may be assigned a Suspension.
Students assigned an in-school suspension will meet with their teacher or other supervising
adult to work on a reflective activity and/or other assignments. If a student has out-of-school
suspension, they cannot attend school on that day(s) and must complete a reflective activity
based on the reasoning for their suspension.

Students will not be allowed to complete regular classwork and/or homework during
detention and/or in-school suspension. Students will be provided appropriate assignments to
complete at the discretion of administration.

The following behaviors are some of the behaviors that may result in
detention/suspension:
. Physical Altercation (pushing, fighting, etc.)
Disrupting classroom/school behavior
Talking back
Inappropriate language / touching
Inappropriate use of technology
Refusing to comply
Vandalism/destruction of school property
Conduct posing a danger to the physical well-being of other students

Please note:
- Students who do not attend their assigned detention(s) will be suspended.
- Repeated detentions may result in loss of extracurricular activities and events.
- Repeated suspensions may result in expulsion and/or retention

ELECTRONICS

SMART WATCHES, CELL PHONES AND WIRELESS HEADPHONES - In accordance with
New Jersey’s “Bell to Bell” law, students may not use personal smart watches, cell phones,
headphones of any sort (including bluetooth devices) inside the school building at any time for
any purpose during the instructional day (generally 8am-3:30pm) unless specifically permitted
by the teacher for use in a lesson. The instructional day includes the time between classes, and
lunch/recess.

Students who bring cellphones to school must keep the devices turned off and out of sight
during the instructional day. To ensure focus in class, 5th-8th grade students will be assigned a
cell phone locker in their homeroom classroom. During AM homeroom, or upon arrival, they will
place and lock their phone and/or any other smart / bluetooth devices in said locker where they
will remain until PM homeroom. Students who violate this policy will have the device confiscated
immediately and disciplinary action will be taken. *See discipline codes.
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School policy also does not permit students to use or play: personal radios (including earphones
[ airpods), ipods, portable video games, etc. during the instructional day. Students who bring
these items to school are solely responsible for their security. Students who violate this policy
will have the item taken away by the administration or faculty.

Cell phones and/or electronic devices that have been taken away may be picked up by the
student at the end of the school day in the main office. If the device has been taken away
repeatedly, their parent(s) will be notified and they will have to pick up the device.

For information regarding the New Jersey Special Education Administrative Code, Title 6A;
Chapter 14 and discipline policies, please refer to the website below, under section 2.8.

http://lwww.state.nj.us/education/code/current/title6a/chap14.pdf

Student Technology - Google Apps for Education and Student E-mail Accounts

All students in grades K-8 are assigned Google usernames and passwords to login to school
chromebooks and for using a variety of online Google applications (Docs, Drive, etc.) Students
in grades K-4 will be provided with restricted TCCS student e-mail accounts that will allow them
to communicate with teachers only. TCCS student e-mail accounts for students in grades 5-8
allow students to communicate with each other and with their teachers, but not with anyone
outside of the school’s domain. Please see the school’s Acceptable Use Policy and other
technology policies at https:/bit.ly/tccs-tech-policies and in the parent portal for more
information, including replacement fees for lost or damaged technology devices.

Safety Drills and Emergency Response

In accordance with NJ state law, TCCS conducts regular safety and security drills throughout the
year. Please visit https://bit.ly/tccs-safety for more information on the types of drills that are
conducted, as well as protocols to follow in the event of an actual emergency.

Teaneck Charter School Community Organization (TCSCO)

The Teaneck Charter School Community Organization (TCSCO) is an inclusive volunteer
organization that attempts to involve family members of all students in the life of the school. The
organization’s mission is to provide and fund enrichment activities for the entire school
community. These activities include cultural arts events during the school day; fundraising sales
and events, and a host of other learning and recreational activities. The organization welcomes
involvement from all family members of students attending the school, including guardians,
grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, etc. The TCSCO holds regular meetings and welcomes
participation from guardians and other family members. For further information about the
TCSCO, please email parentsoftcsco(@tccsnj.org.

Calendar of Events
A complete calendar of events, including Board meetings, TCSCO meetings, schoolwide
community events, and more is available on the TCCS website at https://tccsnj.org/calendar.

TCCS Board of Trustees
The Board of Trustees of the Teaneck Community Charter School serves as the governing body
for the school. As such, it is responsible for setting policy, hiring administrators, and overseeing
the school’s fulfillment of its mission as stated in its charter. The Board reports to the State
Department of Education.
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Composition of the Board

The Board consists of nine voting members and three ex-officio members -- the Executive
Director, the Principal, and a faculty representative. All voting members of the TCCS Board are
elected by the community and serve a three-year term.

The Board of Trustees organizes each year by electing a President, Vice President, Treasurer,
Secretary, and Assistant Secretary and appointing committee chairs.

2026-2027 Board of Trustees Members
e Keisha Carter (President): kcarter@tccsnj.org
Enid Vallejo-Juste: evallejojuste(@tccsnj.org
Joseph Avino: javino@tccsnj.org
Joanna Beck: jbeck@tccsnj.org
Nathalie Lazu: nlazu@tccsnj.org
Anthony McGilchrist: amcgilchrist@tccsnj.org
Ravi Buddhdew: rbuddhdew(@tccsnj.org
Britney Weinberg-Lynn: bweinberglynn@tccsnj.org
Alexei Volosevich: avolosevich@tccsnj.org

2026-2027 TCCS Board of Trustees Meeting Calendar

July 2026: July 6, 2026 (Monday) — Reorganization
August 2026: August 4, 2026 (Tuesday)

August 2026: August 25, 2026 (Tuesday)
September 2026: September 8, 2026 (Tuesday)
October 2026: October 6, 2026 (Tuesday)
November 2026: November 3, 2026 (Tuesday)
December 2026: December 8, 2026 (Tuesday)
January 2027: January 12, 2027 (Tuesday)
February 2027: February 9, 2027 (Tuesday)
March 2027: March 16, 2027 (Tuesday)

April 2027: April 13, 2027 (Tuesday) — Budget Approval
May 2027: May 11, 2027 (Tuesday) — Contract Renewals
June 2027: June 15, 2027 (Tuesday) — Board Election Results

All meetings of the Board of Trustees are public and are held in the Music Room (Room 302),
unless otherwise specified. Meeting agendas and minutes are posted on the TCCS website in
accordance with “sunshine” laws. The TCCS community is encouraged to attend and participate
in  meetings. Audio of meetings is live streamed at a link shared at
https://tccsnj.org/board-of-trustees/

Board Committees

TCCS By-Laws provide for both standing and ad hoc committees to enable the Board to
accomplish its goals and objectives. Committee reports are regularly delivered during Board of
Trustees meetings and included in the minutes.
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2026-2027 TCCS Staff Directory / Room List

To e-mail: First initial last name @tccsnj.org (visit https://tccsnj.org/staff-directory for the complete directory)

Ralph Gallo Executive Director 222
Sonia Torres Principal 103
Thomas Jazwinski Business Administrator 108

Kristina Anders

Director of Special Services

104 (201-801-0919)

Stephany Veras Administrative Assistant 100
Kenia Arias Lunch Coordinator / Receptionist 101
Sherryl Lou Daly School Nurse 111
Marc Dempsey Head Custodian 100
Lynda Magill K-1 117
Yvette Skaff K-2 118
Frank Langan K-3 119
Grace Antinori 1-1 124
Meeta Mahtani 1-2 127
Pamela Rosario 1-3 204
Jessica Martin 2-1 125
Laura Eckel 2-2 129
Christina Hunter 2-3 131
Jean Kupfer 3-1 203
Isabelle Landers 3-2 205
Yonsoo Lee / Tiffany Spector 3-3 210
Adam Fleischhauer 4-1 223
Juliana Germinario 4-2 224
Alice Yoon 5-6-1 214
John McGovern 5-6-2 218
Paul Bonney 5-6-3 215
Molly Connelly / Renique Christolias 5-6-4 211
Sean Lloyd 7-8-1 220
Roseangela Mendoza 7-8-2 219
David Aji / Karen Schaefer 7-8-3 221
Lauren Scalici 7-8-4 216
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Danielle Esposito / Emily Manning Resource Annex 201
Erika Gram Resource Room 225
Abbie Liehr Art 301
Geoffrey Keitel Music 302
Addy Ors Spanish 130
Mike Tuozzolo PE / Health 142
Joshua Liberato PE / Health 143
Dana Durham LDTC / MTSS Coordinator 213
Alicia Alonso Speech 109
Jennifer Leiman Occupational Therapy 303
Anna Grasso / Rosine Baklayan School Social Worker / Counselor 116
Conference Room 105
Cafeteria / Multipurpose Room 136
Gymnasium 141
Upstairs Elevator Hallway 200
Faculty Lounge 212
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