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Summer Reading 2026 

Dear Families,

Summer offers students an opportunity to slow down, recharge, and 
enjoy new experiences. Reading is a wonderful way to support both 
relaxation and learning during the break.

Through reading, students can strengthen their understanding of the 
world, discover new ideas, build empathy, and explore different 
perspectives. The books included in this packet have been selected to 
provide engaging, diverse reading experiences while supporting 
age-appropriate social-emotional growth.

Each grade level features a curated collection of titles organized by 
theme. Students are encouraged to choose books that spark their interest 
and complete the accompanying grade-level activity to document and 
reflect on their summer reading journey.

We hope your family enjoys a summer filled with rest, adventure, and 
great books. We look forward to welcoming our students back in 
September, ready to share all they have learned and experienced.

For any questions please feel free to contact: 

Juliana Germinario
Teacher and ELA Chair
jgerminario@tccsnj.org



Incoming Kindergarten

Summer Reading Recommendations

Title Author
Chrysanthemum Kevin Henkes

Alma and How She Got Her 
Name

Juana Martinez-Neal

Your Name is A Song Jamilah Thompkins Bigelow

Hello, My Name is Ruby Philip Stead

The Change Your Name Store Leanne Shirtliffe

Your Name is a Song J. Thompkins Bigelow

How Nivi Got Her Names Laura Deal

Why Am I Me Paige Britt

Thunder Boy Jr. Sherman Alexie

Hope Isabell Monk

Theme: Names
Names are special parts of our identities. This reading list is compiled 
of books that explore names, their meaning, and uniqueness. 

Adults can support incoming kindergarteners by reading aloud to the 
child and/or helping them with completing the reading log.
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Incoming First Grade

Summer Reading Recommendations

Title Author
This is How We Do It Matt Lamothe

Whoever You Are Mem Fox

Our Class is a Family Shannon Olsen

We Laugh Alike: Junto Nos 
Reimos

Carmen Bernier-Grand

A Thousand White Butterflies Jessica Betancourt-Perez

Geraldine Elizabeth Lilly

My Friend is Sad Mo Willems

Peter and Ernesto: A Tale of Two 
Sloths

Graham Annabel

Circle Round Anne Sibley O’Brien

Baloney and Friends Greg Pizzoli

Theme: Friendships
Friendships help us connect with one another. This reading list is 
compiled of books with characters who demonstrate kindness, 
compassion, respect and understanding.
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Incoming Second Grade

Summer Reading Recommendations

Title Author
Island Born Junot Diaz

Fry Bread Kevin Noble Maillard

What Can You Do with a Rebozo? Carmen Tafolla, Amy Cordova

Amy Wu and the Perfect Bao Kat Zhang, Charlene Chua 

Mango, Abuela, and Me Meg Medina

Itzhak: A Boy Who Loved the 
Violin

Tracy Newman and Abigail Halpin

My Day with the Panye Tami Charles and Sara Palacios

The Gift of Ramadan Rabiah York Lumbard

Soul Food Sunday Winsome Bingham, C. G. 
Esperanza

Watercress Andrea Wang

Theme: Share your story!

This reading list is compiled of books that explore the diverse and 
unique traditions, experiences and perspectives of our friends 
around us.
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Incoming Third Grade
Summer Reading List

Title Author
The Youngest Marcher Cynthia Levinson

We Are Water Protectors Carole Lindstrom

Let The Children March Monica Clark Robinson

No Voice Too Small: Fourteen 
Young Americans Making History Lindsay H. Metcalf

Harlem’s Little Blackbird Renee Watson

Earmuffs for Everyone!: How 
Chester Greenwood Became 

Known as the Inventor of 
Earmuffs

Meghan McCarthy

Emmanuel’s Dream: The True 
Story of Emmanuel Ofosu 

Yeboah
Laurie Ann Thompson

Six Dots: A Story of Young Louis 
Braille Jen Bryant

Ada’s Violin: The Story of the 
Recycled Orchestra of Paraguay Susan Hood

Theme: Change Makers!

These titles will introduce you to children who used their voices to 
change the world around them. Get inspired because you can, too!



Incoming Third Grade
Summer Reading List

Title Author
Sing a Song: How “Lift Every 

Voice and Sing” Inspired 
Generations

Kelly Starling Lyons

Malala: Activist for Girls’ 
Education Raphaëlle Frier

“You Should Meet:” Books

*This is a collection of nonfiction 
biographies published by various 
authors. There are many popular 
titles on trailblazers such as: 
Misty Copeland, Mae Jemison, 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, etc. 

Reading any title from this series 
will count towards summer 
reading!

Continued



Incoming Third Grade 
Summer Reading Bingo!

Please return this on the first day of school! 
Make sure to complete at least (4) activities but do as 
many as you can! Students who complete the entire 
bingo board will get 200 PBIS points!



Incoming Fourth Grade
Summer Reading List

Them: Contributors/Inventors

This list is full of recommendations that explore different 
biographies and autobiographies of influential figures. These 
texts give us a glimpse into the lives of different people who 
contributed and changed the world! Choose a minimum of 
one book to read and complete one of the choices described.

Title Author
The Oldest Student: How Mary 

Walker Learned to Read
Rita L. Hubbard

Cezanne’s Parrot Amy Guglielmo

Dancing Hands: How Teresa 
Carreno played piano for 

President Lincoln

Margarita Engle

Turning Pages Sonia Sotomayor

Preaching to the Chickens Jabari Asim

Thurgood Jonah Winter

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind William Kamkwamba

Girls Think of Everything Catherine Thimmesh

The Girl with a Mind for Math Julia Finley Mosca

She Persisted Aisha Saeed



Incoming Fourth Grade
Summer Reading List

Continued

Title Author
Ada Byron Lovelace and the 

Thinking Machine
Laura Wallmark

Through My Eyes Ruby Bridges

The Boy Who Invented TV: The 
Story of Phil Farnsworth

Katherine Krull

Choice Activities: Please turn ONE of the activities on the first day of school.

Choice 1: Letter to My teacher:

For this, please write a letter to your teacher describing the book. Your letter 
should include the following:

- Introduction to the book: Title and Author
- Summary: A brief description explaining the person and their special 

contribution. 
- Personal Opinion: A paragraph detailing personal thoughts about the 

book:
                  - Did you enjoy the book? Why 
                     or why not?
                  - Would you recommend it to a 
                     Friend?
The letter should also include ake creative freedom and decorate the letter

Choice 2: Double- Sided Journal Entry:

For this, please complete a double-sided journal entry. The Double-sided journal 
entry is a great way to practice taking notes and journaling while you read!
Please re-create the example below on a sheet of paper.







Incoming Fifth Grade
Summer Reading 

Please read the following book over the summer and 
complete the Survival Guide assignment. Assignments 
are due on the first day of school.

Author Title

Gary Paulsen

Hatchet







Incoming Sixth Grade
Summer Reading

Please read the following book over the summer and 
complete the reading assignment. Assignments are due 
on the first day of school.

Author Title

Dusti Bowling

Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus







Social Studies
● Students should be aware of the events that are 

occurring around their country and the world. 

● Required to report at least two current events 

throughout the summer. 

●  Use appropriate websites to find information such as 

the following: 

https://www.dogonews.com/ 

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/classroom/ 

https://www.timeforkids.com/g56/?age=child 

These assignments will be their first grade for the school 

year and will be due to their teacher on the first day of 
school.

Please see the attached sheets for more information. 

Have an enjoyable and safe summer! 

Incoming 5th and 6th Graders

https://www.dogonews.com/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/classroom/
https://www.timeforkids.com/g56/?age=child






Incoming Seventh and Eighth Grade

Summer Reading - Three Options 

Author Title & Description

Rick Riordan
Percy Jackson and The Olympians: The 

Lightning Thief: Do you love Greek 
mythology? Interested to see how it 

intermingles in today’s world? Go on a journey 
with Percy and confront angry Greek gods and 

mythical monsters in a quest of 
self-exploration! 

Ernest Cline
Ready Player One: Living your life through a 

video-game reality can be fun, especially for the 
winner who will inherit an incredibly large 

fortune. Declaring victory is not an easy task. 
Join Wade on his adventure and marvel at how 

well he evades intense obstacles. *This includes 
mature topics”

George Orwell
1984: George Orwell exposes how 

governmental control and fierce restrictions on 
freedom can cause psychological impact. 
*This is a challenging read and includes 

mature topics. 

Please choose one of the titles below and complete the 
corresponding assignment found on the next page. Said 
assignment is due on the first day of school. Please do not 
choose a title you read for last year's summer assignment.



Incoming Seventh and Eighth Grade
Summer Reading Assignment

Your instructions: Whichever assignment you choose, please 
type a one-page journal entry (1.5 line spacing, easy-to-read 
font, size 12) and include details from the story to make your 
writing more authentic and valuable. You may print this out or 
Google Share it with me (daji@tccsnj.org).

Percy Jackson and The Olympians: The Lightning Thief by 
Rick Riordan  
You are Medusa. Talk about your encounter with Percy. What are you 
thinking? What do you think Percy is thinking? Have you always 
been happy with your ability to turn anyone to stone? Why?

Ready Player One by Ernest Cline
You are Wade’s best friend. Explain how you support his desire to 
win the game. What is he like as a person? How has he been a good 
friend to you? You might also want to mention any pushback he has 
received from people who doubt his talents. Be creative!

1984 by George Orwell
You live in the dystopian world described in the story. This journal 
entry should include how you feel living in this world, what your daily 
life is like, how people around you are affected, and, ultimately, if it is 
a society you are comfortable living in. Be sure to focus on 
governmental control and societal pressures on citizens. 

Enjoy!
Dr. A


