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STUDENT BEHAVIOR AND DISCIPLINE
To guarantee a good social and educational climate, it is
important that students understand that acceptable standards
of behavior will be expected at all times. Discipline will be
administered when any individual’s actions interfere with the
right of teachers to teach and students to learn and positive
behavior will be recognized and rewarded. Students are
reminded that any teacher or staff member in the school has
the right to reward or correct individuals at any place and at
any time. If students engage in behavior that is considered
misconduct, the misconduct and consequences are treated in
relation to their seriousness.

TRY HARD - COME PREPARED
COMMUNICATE RESPECT - SHOW KINDNESS
GOALS
Protection of the rights of all staff and students.
● Protection of the rights of each individual through fair
and reasonable enforcement of the TCCS rules.
● Development of self-discipline by clearly
communicating to students expected behavior, as well
as their rights and responsibilities.
● Respect for the rights and personal dignity of all
students and staff in a safe school environment.
● Compliance with TCCS Board of Trustees, state and
federal laws.
● Protection and maintenance of personal as well as
school property.
●
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Code of Conduct
We treat each other with respect.
We appreciate diversity.
We don’t have to look or dress the same.
We have the right to be ourselves.
We speak up if we see others being treated unfairly.
We try to solve problems peacefully.
We have the right to be safe.
We have the right to report unsafe and/or disrespectful behavior.
We understand that we are responsible for our actions.

Responsible behavior allows for meaningful
relationships and an effective learning environment.

PLEASE SIGN THE SEPARATE CODE OF CONDUCT SHEET AND RETURN TO
MS. TORRES
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POSITIVE BEHAVIOR
Students are expected to behave in a positive manner at all times. The following
examples of positive behavior will be shared with students, posted in every
classroom, and throughout the school building:

TCCS students should always...

TRY HARD - COME PREPARED
COMMUNICATE RESPECT - SHOW KINDNESS
Throughout the year, students will have the opportunity to be recognized and
rewarded for exhibiting positive behavior that follows the above expectations.
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DISCIPLINE AND CONSEQUENCES
Discipline will be administered when any individual’s actions interfere with the
right of teachers to teach and students to learn. A student reflection will be
completed by the student and a copy will be sent home.
.
See discipline code for more information.
POSSIBLE CONSEQUENCES (depending on severity and / or frequency)
Warning with teacher/student
Teacher/student conference
Detention
In-school suspension
Out of school suspension
BUS OFFENSES
If there is a bus offense, the student will receive a consequence above and/or
may lose bus privileges as per Board of Education policy.
DETENTION/SUSPENSION
Students who act inappropriately in school may be assigned Detention. Students
may be assigned an ISD, in-school detention (during recess), ASD, after school
detention period (3:15-4:30), or a Saturday detention (8:00am-10:00am). The
detention may take place on the day of the occurrence and/or on a different day.
The parent/guardian of a student will be notified via e-mail with (1) the child’s
specific detention day/time (2) the specific reason(s) for the detention. The
student will be required to stay to work on a reflective restorative justice activity
and will be dismissed when detention ends. The parent / guardian must make
arrangements for pick up.
Depending on the severity of the action, students may be assigned a
Suspension. Students assigned an in-school suspension will meet with their
teacher or other supervising adult to work on a reflective activity and/or other
assignments. If a student has out-of-school suspension, they cannot attend
school on that day(s) and must complete a reflective activity based on the
reasoning for their suspension.
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Students will not be allowed to complete class work and/or homework during
detention and/or in-school suspension.
The following behaviors are some of the behaviors that may result in
detention/suspension:

❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏

Physical Altercation (pushing, fighting, etc.)
Disrupting classroom/school behavior
Talking back
Inappropriate language
Refusing to comply
Vandalism/destruction of school property
Conduct posing a danger to the physical well-being of others

Please note:
- Students who do not attend their assigned detention(s) will be suspended.
- Repeated detentions may result in loss of extracurricular activities and events.
- Repeated suspensions may result in expulsion and/or retention
GUM CHEWING & CANDY
For safety and cleanliness gum chewing is NOT permitted in school at any time.
* Given the nutrition policy set forward by the State of New Jersey Board of
Education, candy and soda is highly discouraged. It is highly recommended that
students bring in healthy alternatives for lunch and snacks.
TARDINESS AND ABSENCE
It is very important to arrive at school on time. If you arrive late to school (after
8:30am) you MUST go to the main office to be marked in and for a late slip.
●
For every five (5) late slips you accumulate, you will receive an absence.
●
Accumulation of twenty (20) or more absences may put you at risk for
retention.
TIMELINESS TO CLASS
All students are expected to arrive to each class on time with their fellow
classmates. If a student is working after class with a teacher they must get a late
pass. Any student who arrives late to class without a pass will be marked late.
Students who come to the office without a signed pass will be sent back to class.
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●
If a student is late to class twice in a marking period, their parent will be
notified
●
After the third late in a marking period, the student will receive after school
detention.
CLASSWORK & HOMEWORK
Classwork and homework must be completed per your teacher’s instructions.
Students may sign on to the student portal to review their assignments.
DRESS CODE
Dress should not be distracting to others. We encourage all to dress in a manner
appropriate for school. The following items are NOT permitted:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

articles of clothing which have indecent/objectionable
writing, pictures or slogans (specifically but not limited to sex, alcohol & drugs)
pants with words written across the back
sunglasses
flip flops
bare feet
Heelies, flashlight shoes (light up shoes must be turned off)
Wallet chains
Mid thigh shorts and skirts
Halters, tube tops or spaghetti straps
Sleeveless/cut-off shirts

All tops and bottoms must meet!
HATS
Unless worn for religious reasons, students must not wear head coverings;
bandanas, do-rags, headbands, scarves, or hats. Hats must be placed in the
locker upon arrival to school and must not be carried around the building. This
includes lunch/recess and physical education classes.
* Winter hats are permitted in the winter months when students are participating
in outdoor activities but must be returned to lockers once activity ends.
A decision made by the Administration on any issue of improper dress is final.
Consequences may include:
1.
Call home to request parent to provide a change of clothing
2.
If parent is unavailable the school will provide appropriate cover up
3.
A student may be sent home
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HARASSMENT, INTIMIDATION
AND BULLYING
The TCCS Board prohibits acts of harassment, intimidation or bullying of a
student. The TCCS Board has determined that a safe and civil environment in
school is necessary for students to learn and achieve high academic standards;
harassment, intimidation or bullying, like other disruptive or violent behaviors, is
conduct that disrupts both a student’s ability to learn and a school’s ability to
educate its students in a safe and disciplined environment. Since students learn
by example, school administrators, faculty, staff and volunteers should be
commended for demonstrating appropriate behavior, treating others with civility
and respect and refusing to tolerate harassment, intimidation or bullying.
N.J.S.A. 18A:37-15(b)(1)
"Harassment, intimidation or bullying" means any gesture, any written, verbal or
physical act, or any electronic communication, whether it be a single incident or a
series of incidents, that is reasonably perceived as being motivated either by any
actual or perceived characteristic, such as race, color, religion, ancestry, national
origin, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, or a mental,
physical or sensory disability, or by any other distinguishing characteristic, that
takes place on school property, at any school-sponsored function, on a school
bus, or off school grounds as provided for in section 16 of P.L.2010, c.122
(C.18A:37-15.3), that substantially disrupts or interferes with the orderly
operation of the school or the rights of other students and that:
a) a reasonable person should know, under the circumstances, will have the
effect of physically or emotionally harming a student or damaging the student's
property, or placing a student in reasonable fear of physical or emotional harm to
his person or damage to his property;
b) has the effect of insulting or demeaning any student or group of students in
such a way to cause substantial disruption in or substantial interference with the
orderly operation of the school; or
c)
creates a hostile educational environment for the student by interfering with
a student's education or by severely or pervasively causing physical or emotional
harm to the student.
* To read in its entirety the school web-site contains the entire Harassment,
Intimidation and Bullying Policy (Policy #5131 Conduct and Discipline)
The following behaviors constitute harassment, intimidation and bullying and are
not permitted:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Cursing
Threatening language
Cyber Bullying and/or Electronic harassment and bullying via cell phones, text
messages, social media, etc.
Teasing
Ostracism - to exclude from society, friendship, conversation, privileges
Ridicule – to make fun of
Racial and Sexual Harassment
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Consequences for students who engage in harassment, threats, or intimidation
may include:
- Parent/ Student Conference
- Intervention and Referral Services meeting
- Suspension
- Consultation with juvenile authorities
- Expulsion

ELECTRONICS
CELL PHONES and HEADPHONES – Students may not use cell phones or
headphones of any sort (beats, earbuds, airpods, etc) inside the school building at any
time for any purpose during the instructional day (generally 8:00am-3:30pm) unless
specifically permitted by the teacher for use in a lesson. The instructional day includes
the time between classes, lunch/recess, after school extra help and field trips.
Students who bring cell phones and/or headphones to school must keep the devices
turned off and kept out of sight during the instructional day. Students who violate this
policy will have the device taken away by the administration or faculty immediately.
School policy also does not permit students to use or play: personal radios (including
earphones), ipods, portable video games, etc. during the instructional day. Students who
bring these items to school are solely responsible for their security. Students who violate
this policy will have the item taken away by the administration or faculty.
Cell phones, headphones, and/or electronic devices that have been taken away may be
picked up by the student at the end of the school day in the main office. If the device has
been taken away repeatedly, their parent(s) will be notified and they will have to pick up
the device.

TCCS TECHNOLOGY - ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY
OVERVIEW
The Teaneck Community Charter School (TCCS) provides computer equipment,
software, computer services, and Internet access to its students and staff for educational
purposes, enhancing the curriculum and instructional plan with powerful resources and
expanding the concept of a “school without walls.”
The purpose of this document is to inform parents, guardians, students, and staff of the
availability of the Internet’s resources, as well as the rules governing its use, and to
obtain express parental or guardian permission for an individual student to use
technology and the Internet while at school.
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The district retains the right to monitor all access and use of the Internet, e-mail,
computers, and network. The network maintains logs of all activity on and off the
Internet, and this information is also TCCS property. It is important for all users to
understand that no use of the Internet or e-mail can ever be guaranteed private.

THE INTERNET
The Internet, or “world wide web,” includes information specifically designed for children,
up-to-the-minute scientific information, government documents, and all types of valuable
information that would otherwise be hard to find. To access the Internet at school,
students will be using a web browser (a piece of software). This allows students to use
the “web” by pointing and clicking the mouse. Information is presented richly in text,
pictures, sound, and video. Anyone who has Internet access from home can connect to
the Teaneck Community Charter School website for up-to-date information about our
school (http://www.tccsnj.org).
The Internet is a powerful educational tool because it is made up of information from
organizations and people all over the world, without restriction on content. However,
because of this, it also includes material that is not of educational value or appropriate
for a school setting. There is information that may be judged as inaccurate, abusive,
profane, sexually oriented, or illegal. TCCS does not condone or permit the use of this
material. The use of technology within the school setting is a privilege, not a right, and it
is a joint responsibility of school personnel and the parent or guardian of each student to
educate the student about his or her responsibility when using the Internet.
Internet access is available to students on computers in the classrooms and on student
laptops through wireless access. Parents and guardians must be aware that, while at
school, direct supervision by school personnel of each student using a computer is not
always possible. Thus, students are expected to use the resources in a manner
consistent with this Acceptable Use Policy and will be held responsible for their use.
Additionally, parents should discuss with their children their own expectations for
responsible Internet usage.

RULES FOR USE OF EQUIPMENT
As a community, we need to instill a sense of respect for the facilities and equipment
provided for student education. Sadly, some equipment has already been damaged, a
trend the community should work hard to eliminate. With regard to our classroom and
laptop computers:
● Treat all hardware carefully. Do not handle keyboards, mice, monitors,
headphones, speakers, or printers roughly…they will break!
● Do not remove decals, stickers, covers, or any external parts of the computer. Do
not attempt to repair any equipment. Do not open computers. If something is
malfunctioning, then notify a teacher immediately.
● Do not leave paper, books, or anything else on the computer tables, especially
around openings in the computer where airflow could be restricted.
● Do not draw on, tape, or fasten anything to the monitors or computers.
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●
●
●

●

●

Do not attempt to install or download any software from the Internet. Speak to
your teacher if there is software necessary for you to complete your work.
No food or drink near the computers.
Student accounts are disabled from changing local computer settings. Trying to
circumvent this is considered “hacking” and is subject to discipline per the
school’s Acceptable Use Policy.
Hubs, routers, switches, and network file servers are off-limits to all but the
technology committee and any vendor authorized by the committee to administer
or maintain the computer systems and network.
If you cannot access your files on the server or receive an error message logging
onto the network, then write the message down and notify your teacher.

RESPONSIBLE USE OF INFORMATION
●

●

Students must not download or copy words, pictures, or sounds from the Internet
without permission. In addition, students must always give appropriate credit for
digitally obtained information and material, paying close attention to relevant
licensing and copyright laws.
Students should not automatically believe that all information obtained from the
Internet is true and/or correct. When conducting online research,
students should always do their best to confirm the reliability of information
sources.

Failure to follow the rules covered in this technology acceptable
use policy can result in a loss of computer privileges.
Loss of privileges DOES NOT excuse a student from completing
any required classwork or homework!
TCCS Student E-mail Policy
E-mail is a tool which, if used appropriately, will facilitate learning and enable greater
communication between students, parents, and teachers. With this in mind, TCCS
3rd-8th grade students will be issued an official tccsnj.org e-mail account. All other
students will receive accounts without e-mail access.
The TCCS e-mail system is monitored by the school. By default, TCCS student e-mail is
configured to restrict incoming and outgoing mail, so that students may only send and
receive messages to and from other tccsnj.org addresses (students, teachers,
administrators, etc.) 3rd and 4th grades may only send and receive messages with their
teachers. In addition, mail is filtered to restrict any vulgar or otherwise inappropriate
content from being sent or received. Student last names are NOT included in e-mail
addresses.
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The school expects its students to adhere to the following rules and understand that
failure to do so may incur sanctions in line with school policy or result in having their
e-mail account restricted.
•

Student e-mail is intended for internal TCCS correspondence and unauthorized attempts
to send or receive messages outside of the domain are prohibited. However, there may
be instances where outside communication may be necessary (registering for
educational sites, working collaboratively with students outside of our school, conducting
interviews, etc.) Use of e-mail in these cases must be approved, coordinated, and
monitored by a teacher.

•

Students must not reveal details of themselves or others, such as address or telephone
number, or arrange to meet anyone unknown to them in e-mail communication outside
the school environment.

•

Students must immediately notify a teacher if they receive offensive e-mail either in
school or at home. E-mails which contain threatening, derogatory or offensive material or
language are forbidden.

•

Students using e-mail must observe the normal courtesies required in letter writing when
composing electronic messages.

•

Students are not permitted to access non-TCCS e-mail accounts (e.g. hotmail, yahoo,
aim, personal gmail, etc.) during the school day.

•

The use of TCCS e-mail is strictly intended for educational purposes. (For example: the
submitting of assignments, working on a group project, or for any other purposes
stipulated by the subject teacher.)

•

Teachers will use e-mail to communicate with students and there is an expectation that
such communications shall be read in a timely fashion.

•

Students are expected to check their official e-mail address on a frequent and consistent
basis in order to stay current with school communications. The school recommends that
students check their e-mail account at least daily. Even if internet access is unavailable
at home, students will be given reasonable computer time at school to do this.
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